EVENING PRAYER.

The advent candle is lit as the hymn is sung.
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M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close.
Stay with us and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ.
May your Word keep our faith burning brightly that we may walk in
the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come
and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU

Psalm 141

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time
of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
LESSON

Luke 1:67-79

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied: 68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he
has come and has redeemed his people. 69 He has raised up a horn
of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 70 (as he said
through his holy prophets of long ago), 71 salvation from our
67
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enemies and from the hand of all who hate us— 72 to show mercy
to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath he
swore to our father Abraham: 74 to rescue us from the hand of our
enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear 75 in holiness
and righteousness before him all our days. 76 And you, my child,
will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before
the Lord to prepare the way for him, 77 to give his people the
knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 78
because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun
will come to us from heaven 79 to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
M: The Lord will come again in glory.
C: The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus, come.
HYMN #707

Peace Came to Earth
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DEVOTION

Psalm 85

For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm.
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You showed favor to your land, O LORD;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people
and covered all their sins.
You set aside all your wrath
and turned from your fierce anger.
Restore us again, O God our Savior,
and put away your displeasure toward us.
Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger through all generations?
Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.
I will listen to what God the LORD will say;
he promises peace to his people, his saints—
but let them not return to folly.
Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Love and faithfulness meet together;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.
The LORD will indeed give what is good,
and our land will yield its harvest.
Righteousness goes before him
and prepares the way for his steps.
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Selah

SONG OF MARY

Magnificat
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OFFERING
Our offerings are an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us,
and a way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work.
You can place your offering in the plate in the entryway,
or through our secure online giving site.
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LORD HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your
church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve
and worship here, we pray, O Lord:

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with
every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection,
justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you,
O Lord:

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food,
for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:
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M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us
your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly
kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now
commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR PEACE
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come
from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot
give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend
us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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SONG OF SIMEON

Nunc Dimittis

BLESSING
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CLOSING HYMN #587

Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow
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About tonight’s worship
Our midweek evening services always feel quite a bit different than our
Sunday morning services. There is unique history behind them.

Midweek services in Lent and Advent
While some holidays – like Easter, Ascension and Pentecost – were
celebrated annually from the very first years after Christ, most of the
“seasons” of the Church Year gradually took shape over the first 200 years
of the Church’s life. The seasons of Lent (40 days of preparation before
Easter) and Advent (four weeks of preparation before Christmas) were
being widely practiced by the early 300s and late 400s AD, respectively.
To focus believers on repentance and preparation during these seasons,
Christians worldwide have long held midweek services during Lent.
Similar services during Advent have been added in Christian churches in
America over the last fifty years or so.

Evening Prayer
The order of worship we use tonight, Evening Prayer, is a version of the
historic order of worship called “Vespers.” It has its roots in “the daily
office,” a set of nine short worship services that Christians took part in
every day at Christian universities, monasteries, and in their own
personal lives. They were brief devotional times of prayer, reading
scripture and singing psalms and hymns.
Evening Prayer, or Vespers, was usually the second-to-last time of prayer
each day. During Lent, we’ve used Compline, which is the final service of
the night. We also at times use “Morning Prayer” for a
Sunday service
– a version of the early morning “Matins” service.

Unique elements
We don’t use the altar or chancel space for these evening services.
Historically, these services were often held in smaller side-chapels, not
using a church’s “high altar” since communion isn’t celebrated. The
congregation remains seated, and the worship is a bit slower – intended to
be quiet and reflective. God bless your worship!
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