The Christian answers
doubt with faith

SHINING MOUNTAINS LUTHERAN CHURCH
Bozeman, MT
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost—August 30th, 2020

MORNING PRAISE
This morning’s service follows a newer setting of the traditional Morning Praise, or matins,
order of worship. The worship leader speaks or chants the portions indicated with an L or
M. The congregation responds with the portions indicated with a C.
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COME, OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD
The Congregation in invited to sing the refrain & verses in unison.
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Venite

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble
and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and
ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have
done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than
we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour
upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
PSALM 63

Refrain
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Verses (sung by the minister)
1. O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you like a dry, weary land without water.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.
Refrain
2. For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise.
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. My
soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.
Refrain
3. On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night,
for you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.
Refrain
1 Kings 19:9-18

FIRST READING
9He

came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of the
LORD suddenly came to him saying, “Why are you here, Elijah?”
10He said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of
Armies, but the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant.
They have torn down your altars and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking to take my life.” 11Then
the LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence
of the LORD, for the LORD is passing by.” Then a great and powerful
wind tore the mountains and shattered rocks before the LORD, but
the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake,
but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12After the earthquake there
was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. After the fire there was
a soft, whispering voice. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his cloak, and he went out and stood at the entrance to the cave.
Then a voice came to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 14He
said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Armies, but
the people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn
down your altars and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left, and they are seeking to take my life.” 15Then the LORD said
to him, “Go back the way you came and go to the Wilderness of
Damascus. When you get there, you are to anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. 16You will also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah as prophet in
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your place. 17Whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill,
and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18But I have
preserved in Israel seven thousand whose knees have not bent to
Baal and whose lips have not kissed him.”
HYMN #422

Jesus, Lead Us On

SECOND READING

James 1:2-8, 12

2Consider

it complete joy, my brothers, whenever you fall into
various kinds of trials, 3because you know that the testing of your
faith produces patient endurance. 4And let patient endurance finish
its work, so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. 5If any one of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who
gives it to all without reservation and without finding fault, and it
will be given to him. 6But let him ask in faith, without doubting,
because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and
tossed by the wind. 7In fact, that person should not expect that he
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will receive anything from the Lord. 8He is a double-minded man,
unstable in all his ways. 12Blessed is the man who endures a trial
patiently, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the
crown of life, which God promised to those who love him.
HYMN OF THE DAY #768

How Firm a Foundation
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SERMON

Matthew 14:22-33

22Immediately

Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to go
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23After
he had dismissed the crowd, he went up onto the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone. 24By then
the boat was quite a distance from shore, being pounded by the
waves because the wind was against it. 25In the fourth watch of the
night, Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea. 26When the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified and cried
out in fear, “It’s a ghost!” 27But Jesus spoke to them at once, saying,
“Take heart! It is I! Do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him and said,
“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29Jesus
said, “Come!” Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the
water, and went toward Jesus. 30But when he saw the strong wind,
he was afraid. As he began to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and
said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they
got into the boat, the wind stopped. 33Those who were in the boat
worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God!”

YOU ARE GOD; WE PRAISE YOU
Refrain

Te Deum
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Final Refrain
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OFFERING
Our offerings are an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us,
and a way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work.
You can place your offering in the plate in the entryway,
or give electronically by scanning this code
that will take you to our secure giving site.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have
brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power,
and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of
danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

10

THE BLESSING
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CLOSING HYMN #451

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Serving Us This Week (August 30th — Sept. 5th)
Cleaners: Giese, Pruitt, Sonntag
Serving Us Next Week (September 6th – 12th)
Cleaners: Becker, McGough, Newton, Gullixson, Ballard
Adopt a Shining Mountains Family
Due to layoffs from the pandemic and current family circumstances, one of
our Shining Mountains families is in need of some help. If you didn’t get
an opportunity last week, there is a special basket in the entryway where
you can put anything you would like passed on to them. Thank you for
generous outpouring of prayers, support and acts of love!
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