The Coming of the Holy Spirit –
The Day of Pentecost

SHINING MOUNTAINS LUTHERAN CHURCH
Bozeman, MT
Confirmation Sunday — May 31st, 2020

SERVICE OF THE WORD

.

Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good news that Jesus has saves sinners, but also a power God uses to
create and strengthen faith in Jesus.

OPENING HYMN #183

Holy Spirit, Light Divine

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PENTECOST RESPONSES
M: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and
empty, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. (Gen. 1:1-2)
C: The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life. (Job 33:4)
M: Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
C: If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

(Ps. 139:7-8)

M: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.
C: Against you, you only, have I have sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
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(Ps. 51:3-4)

M: Surely I was sinful at birth.
C: Sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

(Ps. 51:5)

M: The Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever.” (Gen. 6:3)
C: O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath.

(Ps. 6:1)

M: Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am faint; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are in agony.
C: Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love. (Ps. 6:2,4)
M: Jesus said to his disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)
C: No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. (John 3:5-6)
M: The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. (Luke 4:18)
C: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ
Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. (Rom. 8:1-2)
M: Now it is God who has made us and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what
is to come. (2 Cor. 5:5)
C: We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. (1 John 4:13)
M: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (2 Cor. 3:17)
C: Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of
your love. Alleluia!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace.
Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell
abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
FIRST READING

Joel 2:28-29

28 “And

afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on
my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 51b

O Lord, open my lips,*
and my mouth will declare your praise.
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;*
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;*
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Refrain
Create in me a pure heart, O God,*
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence*
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,*
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,*
and sinners will turn back to you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND READING

Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where
they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came
to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem Godfearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd
came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own
language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors
from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them
declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked
one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They
have had too much wine.” 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain
this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s
only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17“

‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams. 18Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in
those days, and they will prophesy. 19I will show wonders in the heaven above and
signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20The sun will be turned
to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of
the Lord. 21And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
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VERSE OF THE DAY

GOSPEL

John 14:23-31

23 Jesus

replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him,
and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me will
not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father
who sent me. 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind
you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me,
you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have
told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not
speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on
me, 31 but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father
has commanded me.
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HYMN #176

Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord

SERMON

Psalm 51:10-17

10Create

in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11Do not cast
me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12Restore to me the joy of your
salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13Then I will teach transgressors
your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. 14Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God
who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise. 16You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring
it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
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OFFERING
Our offerings are an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us, and a
way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work. You can give
electronically by clicking on this QR code that will take you to our secure giving site.
Or you can send your offerings via mail to:
1710 Vaquero Parkway - Bozeman, MT 59718

HYMN #599

Our Lord and God, Oh, Bless This Day
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RITE OF CONFIRMATION
M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus said to his disciples: “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age.”
In obedience to the Lord’s command, you have been baptized in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. You have been taught the precious truths of the Christian
faith as confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church. You know what God has given you
by his grace and what he expects of you as his dear child. You now have the privilege of
receiving the Lord’s body and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
You are here to make a public confession of your Christian faith. The apostle Paul, writing
to the Romans, said: “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these questions.
M: Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge that in
Baptism, God gave you the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation?
R: I do.
M: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
R: I do.
M: Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?
R: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he
will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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M: Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?
R: I do.
M: Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to
know it from Luther's Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God?
R: I do.
M: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even death,
rather than fall away from it?
R: I do, and I ask God to help me.
M: Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God's Word; to be
faithful in the use of the Word and Sacrament; and in faith and action remain true to God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as long as you live?
R: I do, and I ask God to help me.
The minister addresses the congregation:

M: Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do his good pleasure, it is right for
us, dear friends in Christ, to call on him for these confirmands, that he would graciously
complete the good work which he has begun in them. Let us, therefore, bow our heads and
pray.
PRAYER
M: Gracious Father, you have adopted these sisters in Baptism and anointed them with your
Holy Spirit. Renew and strengthen them by that same Spirit so that they may continue to
grow in faith and boldly confess you before others. Lord, in your mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.
M: Move them to faithfully hear your Holy Word and joyfully receive your Sacrament that they
may again and again be assured of your gracious love and forgiveness. Lord, in your
mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.
M: Give them the sincere desire to die each day to sin and put on the new self, created to be like
God in true righteousness and holiness. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
M: Clothe them with the kindness, humility, and patience of Christ and so that they may live at
peace with all members of Christ’s body. Lord, in your mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.
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M: Protect them from the powers of evil, and give them the weapons to fight against the devil.
Lord, in your mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.
M: Keep them faithful and holy so that they may inherit eternal life, through Jesus Christ our
Lord who taught us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
M: Sisters in Christ, what we as a Christian congregation have here asked our heavenly Father
to confer on all of you, we now ask him to give each of you individually.
The confirmands, in turn, come forward and may kneel. The minister may lay his hand on the head of each one.
He will speak a blessing for each one. At the end of it, he will invite them to recite their confirmation verse.
After all the confirmands have received the blessing, the minister dismisses them, saying:

M: Your church now invites you to receive the sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood. Accept
this invitation with deep reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord’s
table as a precious privilege given you by God through his Church; receive this Sacrament
thankfully and often.
The almighty and most merciful God – Father, Son (+) and Holy Spirit – bless and keep you.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #596

Let Me Be Yours Forever

Announcements
Serving Us This Week (May 31st — June 6th)
Cleaners: Linn, Joecks, Jesson, Hutchinson

Serving Us Next Week (June 7th – 13th)
Cleaners: Giese, Pruitt, Sonntag
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Ashlyn Baker
2 Peter 3:18 -- “But grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be
glory both now and forever! Amen.”
I chose this verse out of all the other verses that Pastor gave me, because this verse
reminded me of all of the stories and teachings that I have learned throughout Sunday
School and Catechism times. During my two years in Catechism, I have grown in the
knowledge of God. An example of this new understanding is, baptism. I learned the
blessing of baptism which is the forgiveness of sins, the power of baptism, and the
remembrance of baptism in our daily lives. Another reason that I chose this verse is that it
talks about God’s grace. Grace is His undeserved love towards me. I have confidence that
my Savior Jesus Christ died to save me and that God will love me no matter what.
I will use this bible passage as a reminder for me to continue to grow in my faith. It
helps `me to understand that there is always more to learn about my faith. For example, the
more often you read and study the bible the more, you will get out of it. Also it helps me to
remember that God is always in control of the situation no matter what, like the verse says,
“now and forever.” He is my redeemer and I will look forward to that day coming soon
where he will come and judge the whole world. It could be today or tomorrow, we will
never know. We just know that it is soon, so we should always be ready. I will prepare for
His return by studying the scriptures and remembering God’s undeserved love.
I will continue to grow and strengthen my faith, by believing in what Jesus did for me.
This will allow me to go to heaven. When I was baptized as a little baby my sins were
forgiven through the washing of rebirth and renewal. This faith is what I have known and
this is what I will continue to teach to all I meet. It is also important to me that I will be able
to learn about my Savior, who saved me from an eternity of hell. I should also be thankful
towards him for blessing me with the gift of baptism and now the gift of communion. This
verse will always be in my heart and mind the rest of my life, inspiring me to keep learning
more about my Lord and Savior.
I ask God to help me to grow and strengthen all that I have learned during my years in
Catechism. Amen!
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Madison Campos
Revelation 3:11, “I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.”
I choose this passage because I think that it will bring me the most use throughout my
life. Revelation 3:11, “I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take
your crown,” is short and powerful. It has a message that I will want to remember, something
that will keep me going, but it comes in a small package. I will be able to remember the words
whenever I need them without leaving parts of it behind.
This verse will be able to help me out whenever I need it too. No matter where I am in
life, what I am doing next week or in the next 10 years, this verse will have the same meaning to
me. Revelation 3:11 tells me life will get difficult and at some point I’m going to want to give
up. It’s going to feel like I can’t hang on anymore and it would be easier to throw everything
away when it feels like everything is falling down and the walls are caving in. Then the last part
of the verse to me means that I can’t give up and quit whenever it feels easy or whenever my
faith is tested because when I survive the storm and beat the wind, rain, and snow, I will be able
to wake up to a sunrise and enjoy my crown of eternal life in heaven.
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Hannah Giese
Psalm 23:1-4: The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he
leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s
sake. 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me.
I chose this verse because it reminds me of two important messages from God’s Word.
One is that I have everything I need as long as I have God’s Word. The other is that God is
always with me and will work everything for my good. I know I can always trust God to do
what is best for me eternally.
This verse reminds me to always be content with what I have, because if I have God’s
Word I have all that I need. It also assures me that God is with me, even in times of trouble, and
he works everything for my eternal good. No matter what, I can trust God to take care of
everything and do what is best.
Studying God’s Word is important to me because I want to strengthen my faith and live
a life of service and thanks to God. Studying God’s Word will help me understand how best to
serve both God and others. I also want to study God’s Word so that I can share it with others
and bring them to faith in our risen Savior. I always want to be able to give a reason for the
hope and faith that I have. Strengthening my faith will help me strive to live according to God’s
will. I hope that I will be able to continue strengthening my faith and studying God’s Word for
the rest of my life, and take every opportunity to share that faith with others.
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Cora Pruitt
Romans 1:16 -- For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation
to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.

I chose this passage because I agree with it. I am not ashamed of my beliefs, even when
this world has a habit of putting them down. I like this verse because it reminds me that anyone
who has put their faith in Christ and his death for our sin has nothing to be ashamed of, because
God’s Word is the truth. Sometimes I wish something could happen that would change people’s
viewpoints on religion, but the only thing I can do is hold strong to what I believe.
For now and in my future, this passage will help me to realize God’s strength and power.
It will show me that His Word should bring no burden to anyone’s life, only salvation. Right
now, this bible verse shows me that God forgives any and everyone who believes, and it
reassures me of His love for all people. I really hope that other people who do not believe can
come to this conclusion sometime in their life and share in the joy of Christianity.
Continuing to study and grow in God’s Word is important to me because I know the
significant role it plays in my life and other lives. I know that what is written in the bible is true
and that it should be the foremost thing in everyone's life. One thing that I can do to continue to
grow is come to church as often as I can, as I have been doing for 14 years. I would do this to
continue to learn, because even after catechism there are still many things that I have not yet
gained an understanding of.
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